CHAPTER XII
SEDGEMOOR
(1685)
two years past James had played an active second part
L in the government of the kingdom, and once his brother's
approaching end became certain, he concerned himself with
every precaution necessary to ensure an unopposed succession.
Indeed, it was not until after he had posted the Royal Guaids
at various important points, and had even obtained the dying
King's signature to some measures of financial convenience,
that, on the promptings of the Duchess of Portsmouth, he
secured Charles's spiritual welfare by bringing a priest up the
backstairs to receive him into the Church of Rome and give
him extreme unction. Within a quarter of an hour of the
King's death he met the Privy Council, whose duty it is to
recognize the new sovereign. He laboured to contradict the
belief that he was revengeful or inclined to arbitrary rule.
He declared himself resolved to maintain both in State and
Church a system of government established by law,
for he recognized the members of the English Church as loyal
subjects, he knew that the laws of England were sufficient to
make the King a great monarch and that he would maintain
the rights and prerogatives of the Crown, and would not invade
any man's property.
It has even been asserted he went so far at this critical
moment as to say that, " as regards his private religious
opinions, no one should perceive that he entertained them/'
but that this sentence was deleted from the official report1
These declarations were received by the dignitaries and
magnates of the realm with profound relief and joy, and as
the Royal Proclamation spread throughout the land it every-
where evoked expressions of gratitude and loyalty. Charles II
1 Ranke, History of England> iv, 214-215.
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